Community-based Conser
Snub-nosed Monkeys in the Karst of Du Gia-
Nature Reserve

Fauna & Flora International Vietnam Programme, Hanoi, Vietnam; e-mail: fmomberg@ffi.org.vn




Tonkin snhub-nosed monkey

(Rhinopithecus avunculus)

Endemic to Vietham

Historically restricted to the north and
northeastern provinces of Vietnam

Globally Threatened; Critically
Endangered (Hilton Taylor, 2000)

One of the 25 most endangered
primates in the world (Conservation
International, 2002)

103-250 individuals fragmented in five
sub-population (karst blocks)




Map 3: Distribution of Tonkin Snub-nosed Monkey (Rhinepithecus avanculus) in Vietnam (Updated Map, 2002)
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Threats

 Hunting & Wildlife trade
For food

To make traditional medicine

For sale locally, although this
trade is driven by international

forces

leading to fragmentation

Agricultural encroachment

lllegal timber extraction




Conservation approach

Project preparation & assessments:

Population sensus of Tonkin Snub-nosed Monkey,

Threat analysis (wilidlife trade survey, assessment of illegal
logging),

Socio-economic assessment,

Baseline attitude survey for conservation awareness,
Intensive  species-focused conservation awareness
activities.




Conservation approach

Community-based conservation:

Conduct local stakeholder consultation/ workshops in all
surrounding villages,

Secure household conservation stewardship agreements
and local village decrees to stop primate hunting,
Participatory law enforcement: Establish & train

community patrol groups for each village/commune,




Conservation approach

Community-based conservation (continuation):

e Participatory boundary delineation of strictly protected
core zone




TONKIN SNUB - NOSED MONKEY CONSERVATION AREA
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Community-based conservation

Some responses to limitations & constraints of community-
based conservation:

Good supervision & leadership

Striking the right balance between law enforcement and
community participation (based on threat analysis)
Voluntary resettlement following social standarts










